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Brussels, 26 January 2009,
Dear Mr Prime Minister,

Dear Mr Minister,

FEP represents the national publishers associations of 25 of the Member States of the European Union and the European Economic Area. We are very proud to have as members the Lithuanian Publishers Association (LLA).

We understand that notwithstanding the increase of VAT rates from 5 to 9 % as of 1st January 2009, your government intends to increase the rates to 19 % in 6 months time. We hope this letter is still timely enough to ask you to reconsider this increase which is going to be extremely detrimental to not only book publishing but also to reading in Lithuania. 
At such a moment of crisis faced by our continent, it is important that the European Union and its Member States remember that a knowledge-based society needs a healthy publishing society to provide citizens with well informed and high-quality content. This clearly cannot be achieved by raising taxes on books.
We have also heard with concerns that you have decided to raise taxes on copyright contracts and that you are planning to change copyright laws. We trust that these changes will seriously undermine Lithuanian publishing.

At the time when Vilnius is the centre of all attentions being the cultural capital of Europe, we urge you to take time to assess the dangers to raise these taxes and change copyright laws. We can help you with the expertise gathered within FEP membership.

To conclude, I read on the website of the Culture Ministry that Lithuanians traditionally love and highly appreciate books and literature. At present the publishing industry in Lithuania is one of the most developed areas of cultural industry. The State provides support to publishing books significant for Lithuanian culture and distribution of Lithuanian literature in foreign languages, and I hope that we can work together to make sure that this remains true.
Yours with my kind regards,

President
Federico Motta
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